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Frank Bold in 2020 
The whole world entered 2020 with one foot deep 

in the global Covid pandemic. A general panic 

arose from the uncertainty as to what was 

happening and what might come. And yet it was 

also a year in which we at Frank Bold made not 

just one, but several major steps towards 

development and success – despite Covid. We 

managed to keep cool heads and continue in our 

mission of helping people make good decisions.  

During the first wave of the crisis, we launched a 

free legal consulting service for everyone who 

needed to find their footing among quickly 

passed, complex and often confusing laws. Over 

ninety employees, interns, students and partners 

of Frank Bold volunteered to answer the over two 

thousand questions we receveid; they deserve my 

deepest gratitude for all their work. You can read 

about what we accomplished in a separate 

publication  document the commitment of our 

lawyers. 

In the interest of surviving, continuing to provide 

high-quality services, and growing for the future, 

we had to implement over two dozen crisis 

measures of our own in 2020 – but we weren’t 

afraid to invest in our own development as well. 

Despite that, we weren’t afraid to invest in our 

own development and kept exploring new topics 

and areas to work on, focusing mainly on the area 

of renewable energy and sustainable construction 

laws. 

But while 2020 brought many troubles, it brought 

Frank Bold more than just Covid. Thanks to our 

bold approach, we were able to grow despite the 

pandemic and achieve successes – from progress 

in a case of illegal mining at a lignite mine in 

Turów, Poland, to getting the Czech parliament to 

call an exceptional session to pass anti-corruption 

laws, to publishing an analysis of 1,000 

corporations and their environmental impact 

reports, which was covered on by major media 

including the New York Times and Reuters. 

Meanwhile, we also helped thousands of citizens 

and entrepreneurs through our free legal and 

coronavirus consulting services. 

We can build upon our difficult, but all the more 

valuable experience from 2020 in future years as 

well. We’ve proven that Frank Bold is a partner 

for good decisions in both calm years and crises. 

 

 

 

  

Pavel Franc,  

CEO Frank Bold 

https://www.fbadvokati.cz/ke-stazeni/jak-frank-bold-pomohl-zvladnout-ceske-republice-prvni-vlnu-pandemie-covid-19.pdf
https://www.fbadvokati.cz/ke-stazeni/jak-frank-bold-pomohl-zvladnout-ceske-republice-prvni-vlnu-pandemie-covid-19.pdf
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About Frank Bold 
Society  
Frank Bold Society (working under the name 

Environmental Law Service in 1995 through 2013) 

is a non-profit organization of lawyers who protect 

citizens’ rights and the environment. It brings the 

law, the legal community, and law students 

together to protect public interests – especially 

the environment and human rights. It provides 

free legal aid in selected cases and promotes 

accountability for society’s key players. Frank Bold 

Society is one of the Czech members of the 

European Environmental Bureau (EEB).  

Our vision is a free society whose members feel 

a shared responsibility for public affairs, including 

the state of our planet, and where everyone can 

strive for their own happiness. Using primarily 

legal tools, we advocate for such a world for both 

our and future generations. 

Frank Bold’s 
Leadership and 
Employees 
Frank Bold Society is a registered association. Its 

Members’ Meeting is its highest authority. Its 

statutory body is the Committee. Between 

sessions of the Members’ Meeting, the society’s 

activities are managed by the director.  The 

Society is divided into four topic-based working 

sections, with employees in the support teams 

(administration, finances, HR, and PR) helping 

them to carry out their activities.

 

Members of the Committee 

Pavel Franc (CEO) 

Stanislav Kutáček 

Martin Fadrný 

 

 

Working Sections and Their 

Team Leaders 

Reconstruction of the State 

Josef Karlický  

Legal Service for Citizens 

Michal Kuk 

Responsible Energy 

Kristína Šabová 

Responsible Companies 

Filip Gregor 
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Additionally, the following persons were engaged in Frank Bold’s activities based on contracts for services: 

Petra Marie Andrášik, Tomáš Urban, Petr Mareš, Veronika Hrtoňová.

Frank Bold Society’s Employees in 2020 

Reconstruction 

of the State 

Legal Service 

for Citizens 

Responsible 

Energy 

Responsible 

Companies 

Management 

and Support 
teams 

Josef Karlický Michal Kuk 
Kristína  

Šabová * 
Filip Gregor 

Pavel Franc 

(CEO) 

Lukáš Kraus 
Markéta  

Cooiman * 
Laura Otýpková Ondřej Janků Stanislav Kutáček  

Tereza Krištofová 
Hana Sotoniaková 

* 
Eliška Beranová 

Kristýna 

Vejvodová 

Jana Kravčíková 

(CPO) 

Věnek Bonuš Kristýna Zahálková 
Karolina 

Gyurovszká 
Joanne Houston Michala Chatrná 

Dora Nováková 
Petra Marie 

Andrášik * 
Petra Urbanová Susanna Arus Branislav Krčmárik 

Petr Bouda   
 
 

 

 

  

 
  

Pavlína  

Gbelcová * 

Eva Hromádková   
Žaneta  

Goňová * 

Markéta 

Voborníková 

Mašková  
 

   Kateřina Kováčová 

Olga Pek 

 

   
Kristýna Špačková 

* 

Lucie Vernerová 

 

   Hana Strnadová 

Ervín Hausvater 

 

   Petra Zelenáková 

Jakub Kvapil 
 

   Martin Fadrný * 

Markéta Brabcová 
 

  Eva Johana 

Šteinigerová 
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Frank Bold Students 
www.frankbold.org/students 

For many years, Frank Bold has systematically 

involved university students in all of its activities, 

including engagement in our own student 

internship program. These internships are for 

students from law schools as well as other fields 

such as finance, IT, journalism, and 

psychology. We engage interns in the Society’s 

public-benefit activities, in the activities of the 

Frank Bold Attorneys office, and in the entire 

organization’s internal operations. We offer these 

students useful and meaningful practice 

while also supporting them to strengthen their 

knowledge in their field of studies, gain practical 

experience, and develop their values during their 

internships. Alongside the internship program 

itself, we also engage in teaching activities, 

primarily at faculties of law, and we participate in 

legal summer schools and trade fairs.  

Real Experience and Skills   

“Few law students come into direct contact with 

clients even before finishing their studies. So the 

consulting service is an ideal way to try out this 

direct communication, while still also having 

access to support from far more experienced 

lawyers. What I appreciate most about this 

experience is how it always concerns real-world 

cases relating to specifics that I otherwise would 

never have encountered during my studies. I 

always come out of consulting with the feeling 

I’ve learned something new, and thanks to the 

feedback, I also know what I can improve next 

time.”  –  Aneta, former FB legal intern 

“Even though my school did give me lots of useful 

knowledge, it was the internship at Frank Bold 

that let me convert that theory into practice under 

the leadership of more experienced colleagues.”  

–  Hanka, former FB financial intern 

 

 

Projects With a Purpose 

In spring 2020 our interns played an active part 

in bringing our online legal consulting into 

operation. We launched this service with the goal 

of helping both people and companies to orient 

themselves in the legal impacts of the first wave 

of the coronavirus pandemic. The interns’ 

voluntary involvement in answering questions and 

other work surrounding the service’s operation 

enabled them to usefully help during the crisis and 

put all their existing skills and experience to good 

use while also learning a variety of new things.   

“Advising in the service meant listening to the 

problems of a large number of people. It was a 

probe into all those hopeful cases of mutual aid 

out there, but also those where it’s just about 

maximizing the asker’s own profit. You learn to 

always seek solutions and not judge people you 

don’t know. And as for the law – we ran across 

cases from every area. In some of the cases I got 

to practice things I’d encountered earlier in 

school. In others I learned to seek responses to 

new questions that no school addresses and that 

no court had ever yet answered.”  –  Mirek, FB 

legal intern 

  

http://www.frankbold.org/students
http://www.frankbold.org/students
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Interns in 2020 

A total of 37 students had internships at Frank 

Bold in 2020, including 27 law students and 10 

students from other fields. 
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Barbora 

Baránková 

Tomáš 

Münzberger 

Miroslav Crha Eva Pernicová 

Kristina 
Čermáková 

Anna Petrášková 

Magdalena 
Doležalová 

Aneta Peychlová 

Vavřinec Dudek 
Nikola 

Pospíšilová 

Sára 
Hrubešová 

Hynek Růžička 

Petra 
Hubatková 

Jakub Slavík 

Diana 

Huslíková 

Veronika 

Smržová 

Hana Husovská 
Veronika 
Stratilová 

Hana Chlupová Patrik Sysel 

Marek Jahn Natálie Škrdlová 

Dalibor Jirda 
Dominika 
Štejdířová 

Anna 
Kačmaříková 

Lukáš Šulc 

Anna 

Kocourková 
Jakub Vašíček 

Adéla Kolářová Sára Wranová 

Daniel Kostić Alena Žibřidová 

Vojtěch 

Kratochvíl 

Renata 
Krišpínová 

Kateřina 
Losová 

 Kylie McCardel 

 Jan Měkuta 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite the Covid pandemic, even in 2020 we 

organized regular intern meetings – albeit online. 
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Frank Bold: Helping 
During the First 
Wave of the 
Coronavirus Crisis 

The year behind us was strongly affected by the 

global Covid pandemic, which hit our country in 

full force in March. A state of emergency was 

declared on Thursday, March 12th. By the very 

next day, experts from throughout the Frank Bold 

consortium joined up to first create an 

implementation team and then, on Sunday, to 

launch a project for online legal support to those 

who had been affected by coronavirus measures.  

The work for this special legal service saw the 

involvement of attorneys, law clerks, interns, and 

volunteers. It revolved around answering 

questions and collecting questions and answers 

on e.g. how to proceed within 

employer/employee relationships and what 

aspects of healthcare and contract law are 

invoked by the current situation, and it also 

clarified the legal aspects of the state’s approach 

and measures. Our intent was to help people, 

businesses, and authorities to quickly orient 

themselves within the new conditions and keep 

the country running without disrupting the 

protection of everyone’s health. The online 

consulting service’s goal was to eliminate or 

clarify the situation’s most common legal aspects 

so as to let people concentrate strictly on the 

health and protection of themselves and their 

surroundings.  

During its operation, hundreds of citizens, 

businesses, and municipal representatives turned 

to this service. The legal team most often worked 

on topics such as the then-current conditions for 

free movement, entitlement to health inspection 

reimbursement, and state compensation for the 

self-employed and companies – but also the 

authority of mayors and town and city halls. 93 

lawyers and law students answered a total of 

2,112 queries. We provided help for a total of 

1,561 hours over the course of 61 days. 

Besides handling individual questions from 

specific inquirers, Frank Bold’s lawyers also 

answered questions for Czech Television and 

provided advice on the Nova and Prima stations. 

They additionally helped out businesses via the 

Chamber of Commerce in cooperation with the 

South Moravia Region, the Liberec Region, and 

other associations and chambers.  Interested 

parties could find info on the most important legal 

aspects of the crisis on a specialized website, 

which 40,000 people visited over the course of 

three months.  

We also made good use of the experience that we 

gained at Frank Bold from business and from 

long-term work with interns and law students, as 

well as from operating the country’s second 

largest online legal advisory, used by hundreds of 

thousands of people a year.  
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Responsible 
Companies 
We develop and promote new business 

models and legal frameworks that better 

integrate society’s interests into corporate 

purpose and governance so as to improve 

corporate sustainability, transparency, and 

accountability. We recognize the key role 

that corporations play in the current 

economy and their relevance in society, but 

we also see the corporate sector is 

struggling to act sustainably and ethically 

and the shortfalls in their responses to 

fundamental challenges such as climate 

change and human rights.  

Our long-term goals are to  

a) mainstream a new model for corporate 

governance that focuses on the long term 

interests of the company and also ensures that it 

is managed to operate within planetary 

boundaries and social foundations;  

b) adopt EU laws that ensure corporate 

accountability for the adverse impacts of business 

activities on human rights and the environment.  

•What We Worked on in 2020•  

Corporate transparency 

Since 2012, we have been contributing to the 

development of the European legal framework for 

corporate sustainability disclosures, which is a key 

element for corporate accountability as well as 

sustainable finance. After the European Non-

Financial Reporting (NFR) Directive entered into 

force in 2018, we founded the Alliance for 

Corporate Transparency, a civic initiative with the 

aim of providing documentation and 

recommendations for policy-makers and 

companies.  

 

In 2020, the Alliance grew to include over 20 

members, with the addition of new members such 

as ShareAction, 2° Investing Initiative, and 

Publish What You Pay. We also set up an informal 

collaboration with the Investor Alliance for Human 

Rights, the European Sustainable Investment 

Forum (EUROSIF), and the World Benchmarking 

Alliance.  

In 2020, as part of the Green Deal, the European 

Commission began reforming the NFR Directive to 

substantially improve corporate disclosures, 

expand the scope of the Directive, and develop 

accompanying EU sustainability reporting 

standards. This process resulted in a legislative 

proposal for a Corporate Sustainability Reporting 

(CSR) Directive presented in April 2021.   

Revising and improving this Directive to ensure 

real impacts has been the main objective of the 

Alliance for Corporate Transparency ever since 

the project was launched in 2018.  

To provide evidence as a foundation for this 

revision, during a high-level event in Brussels in 

February 2020, we presented an assessment of 

1,000 EU companies’ non-financial reports, which 

is the largest study to date of this kind. The event 

saw over 200 participants. The speakers at this 

event included Members of the European 

Parliament Heidi Hautala and Lara Wolters and 

Head of Unit at DG FISMA (EU Commission) Alain 

Deckers, as well as experts coming from 

standard-setters, leading NGOs, and progressive 

companies. The study presented during the 

conference was downloaded over 12,000 times 

and received extensive media coverage 

(summarized here.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* February 2020 presentation in Brussels on our 

assessment of 1,000 companies 

  

https://www.allianceforcorporatetransparency.org/
https://www.allianceforcorporatetransparency.org/
https://www.allianceforcorporatetransparency.org/
https://www.allianceforcorporatetransparency.org/news/launch-event.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJcxQCFJGTI&list=PLwkylO8KA7t6n0mG8DwomVNETuQz4eZQi&index=4
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/landmark-report-on-1000-european-companies-shows-the-need-for-human-rights-due-diligence-laws
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/landmark-report-on-1000-european-companies-shows-the-need-for-human-rights-due-diligence-laws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzwY10TkFmQ&list=PLwkylO8KA7t6n0mG8DwomVNETuQz4eZQi&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydVLl1ZzFPU&list=PLwkylO8KA7t6n0mG8DwomVNETuQz4eZQi&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydVLl1ZzFPU&list=PLwkylO8KA7t6n0mG8DwomVNETuQz4eZQi&index=2
https://www.allianceforcorporatetransparency.org/news/media-coverage.html
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Building on this analysis, in 2020 we performed 

an additional assessment of 300 non-financial 

reports of companies from high-risk regions and 

high-climate-impact industries to support the EC’s 

high ambitions for the reform. All outputs are 

available on the Alliance website. The outputs 

were also presented during two webinars, one 

focusing on the CEE region and the other on 

Southern Europe, which were attended by about 

300 participants in total.   

 

Image: Regional comparison on climate targets’ 

alignment with Paris agreement, 2020 research 

 

Alliance for Corporate Transparency, 2019 

research report on 1,000 companies – regional 

breakdown  

Besides networking, research, and dissemination 

of the research results, we focused on 

developing policy recommendations and 

engaging with key stakeholders. 

We coordinated inputs from Alliance members as 

well as from the broader NGO community into the 

Commission’s public consultation on the reform of 

the Non-financial Reporting Directive (28 

organizations mentioned the Alliance in their 

submissions, including business associations such 

as the World Business Council for Sustainable 

Development, supervisory authorities including 

the French Autorité des Marchés Financiers, and 

the European Central Bank).  The policy 

recommendations advanced by the Alliance are 

based on the expertise of the Alliance’s members, 

as well as on an extensive consultation process 

with over 30 sustainability leaders among 

companies and investors.  

To further build up the Alliance’s readiness to 

participate in the development of EU standards in 

the near future, we also coordinated a process of 

consultations with over 40 experts from leading 

NGOs on supply chain issues. This led to a joint 

position officially supported by 18 NGOs, outlining 

recommendations on key standardizable data and 

indicators. 

We additionally coordinated the participation of 

NGOs and other stakeholders connected with the 

Alliance in the Project Task Force on EU Non-

Financial Reporting Standards (PTF) organized 

under EFRAG’s Corporate Reporting Lab. 

Published in winter and spring of 2021, the PTF’s 

final recommendations were supportive of our 

main goals (see our responses here) and was 

reflected in the Commission’s proposal for a 

Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive. 

Overall, we have promoted our work and policy 

recommendations through the organisation of 12 

events, which involved over 1,000 participants. In 

addition to those mentioned above, we organized 

an online conference on the reform of the EU 

Non-Financial Reporting Directive with the World 

Benchmarking Alliance in May (500 attendees; 

see online) a joint conference with CDSB in 

December 2020 where we presented the results 

of our 2020 assessment of 300 high-risk 

companies, with keynotes provided by 

Commissioner McGuiness and Patrick de 

Cambourg, Chair of the Project Task Force on 

Non-Financial Reporting Standards (see online, 

and the summary here); and a series of events in 

the V4 countries and Spain (details here)  

 

 

Sustainable Corporate Governance 

and Corporate Accountability   

We continue to steer and collaborate with the 

European Coalition for Corporate Justice (ECCJ), 

whose objective is to create a legal framework for 

corporate responsibility that ensures the 

protection of human rights and the environment 

https://www.allianceforcorporatetransparency.org/assets/Research_Report_EUKI_2020.pdf
http://www.allianceforcorporatetransparency.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9ja3bpOHCw&t=3000s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMfQfvYwQgg&t=4671s
https://www.allianceforcorporatetransparency.org/assets/Research_Report_EUKI_2020.pdf
https://www.allianceforcorporatetransparency.org/news/reform-directive.html
https://www.allianceforcorporatetransparency.org/news/reform-directive.html
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16c2yvpEwIKmftWFaTAAiGdj80GmKnjaDiXSGftrbLMQ/edit#gid=0
http://en.frankbold.org/sites/default/files/publikace/statement_civil_society_organisation_supply_chain_reporting_requirements_final.pdf
http://en.frankbold.org/sites/default/files/publikace/statement_civil_society_organisation_supply_chain_reporting_requirements_final.pdf
https://www.efrag.org/Activities/2010051123028442/Non-financial-reporting-standards
https://www.efrag.org/Activities/2010051123028442/Non-financial-reporting-standards
http://allianceforcorporatetransparency.org/news/future-eu-sustainability-standards-ngos-welcome-the-final-recommendations-of-efrag-s-project-task-force-for-the-european-commission.html
https://ec.europa.eu/finance/docs/law/210421-proposal-corporate-sustainability-reporting_en.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/6tBkCpv00kFLUJXXyFnhC5AhOqjUT6a8g3NMrKYJyR2DNFJ2hXEIQqTBfgPD3oil
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-oi2PAySGA
https://www.cdsb.net/events/1117/state-eu-environmental-disclosure-2020
http://en.frankbold.org/sites/default/files/publikace/summary_of_discussions_are_companies_in_southern_europe_ready_for_the_european_green_deal.pdf
http://corporatejustice.org/
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in global supply chains and access to remedy for 

people negatively affected by them. 

In 2020, on initiative of Commissioner Didier 

Reynders (DG JUST), the Commission announced 

its intention to launch a legislative initiative 

(Sustainable Corporate Governance Initiative) 

concerning directors’ responsibilities and 

mandatory human rights and environmental due 

diligence (mHREDD). DG JUST’s mandate is based 

on the Commission’s high-priority sustainable 

finance strategy and by extension the European 

Green Deal, and as reflected in the EC’s public 

consultation, it is based on our decade-long work 

on both directors’ responsibilities and mHREDD. 

The focus on the role of boards corresponds to 

the recommendations of the Purpose of 

Corporation Project, while the focus on 

mandatory human rights and environmental due 

diligence is the result of our joint campaign with 

the European Coalition for Corporate Justice 

(ECCJ), where we played a key role in setting the 

strategy, developing legal proposals, delivering 

supporting research, and promoting the initiative 

at the EU and UN levels. 

We have continued working on the project 

coordinated by the European Law Institute and 

EU Fundamental Rights Agency on business and 

human rights and access to justice. The project 

coordinator, Diana Wallis, former Vice-President 

of the European Parliament, presented the interim 

recommendations (in particular supporting civil 

liability) to the European Parliament. The final 

report, for which we have prepared a chapter on 

collective redress, will be published in Q2 2021. 

We collaborated with Prof. Andrew Johnston and 

Dr. Jeroen Veldman to organize an academic 

statement outlining the latest research on 

sustainable corporate governance and providing 

recommendations for the European Commission’s 

initiative in this area. The statement, which was 

published in January 2020, was supported by over 

75 academics and experts. We continue 

collaborating with Prof. Andrew Johnston and Dr. 

Jeroen Veldman, as reflected in the recent 

publication of the high-level open letter we 

coordinated in support of the EC initiative on 

sustainable corporate governance (March 2021); 

supported by over 90 leading academics, the 

letter has been signed by former Unilever CEO 

Paul Polman, Global Chairman at PwC Bob Moritz, 

Robeco CEO Gilbert Van Hassel, Professor Mervyn 

King S.C., IIRC Chair Emeritus and author of the 

King Corporate Governance Codes, and Kerrie 

Waring, the CEO of International Corporate 

Governance Network. The letter was published in 

Le Monde and covered in multiple media including 

Tagesspiegel Background and Wall Street Journal 

CFO Journal. 

We represented the ECCJ, and by extension the 

voice of European civil society, at high-level 

events on business and human rights and 

mandatory sustainability due diligence legislation, 

such as at the German Federal Ministry of Labour 

conference (see online), as well as events 

specifically addressing the policy coherence and 

intersection of European initiatives on reporting, 

due diligence and governance, including the 

European Responsible Investment Network’s 

annual conference (see online).  

With respect to sustainable corporate 

governance, we contributed to the background 

study prepared by EY for DG JUST, and prepared 

a briefing for the relevant part of the European 

Commission’s public consultation, which was 

broadly reflected by the wider NGO community in 

their submissions. 

We also led NGOs’ engagement with MEPs on the 

EP report on sustainable corporate governance, 

which was approved in December. 

  

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2805497
http://www.purposeofcorporation.org/en
http://www.purposeofcorporation.org/en
http://corporatejustice.org/
http://corporatejustice.org/
http://humanrightsinbusiness.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/De-Schutter-et-al.-Human-Rights-Due-Diligence-The-Role-of-States.pdf
https://www.europeanlawinstitute.eu/projects-publications/current-projects-upcoming-projects-and-other-activities/current-projects/business-and-human-rights/
https://www.europeanlawinstitute.eu/projects-publications/current-projects-upcoming-projects-and-other-activities/current-projects/business-and-human-rights/
https://www.europeanlawinstitute.eu/projects-publications/current-projects-upcoming-projects-and-other-activities/current-projects/business-and-human-rights/
https://www.europeanlawinstitute.eu/projects-publications/current-projects-upcoming-projects-and-other-activities/current-projects/business-and-human-rights/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3502101
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3502101
https://themoderncorporation.wordpress.com/call-to-action-on-sustainable-corporate-governance/
https://purposeofcorporation.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66bafd0ef0d33f5bf8fbe1e87&id=5e6787602e&e=7eb5469ea0
https://purposeofcorporation.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66bafd0ef0d33f5bf8fbe1e87&id=94bc1d299e&e=7eb5469ea0
https://purposeofcorporation.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66bafd0ef0d33f5bf8fbe1e87&id=4111a40cbb&e=7eb5469ea0
https://purposeofcorporation.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=66bafd0ef0d33f5bf8fbe1e87&id=4111a40cbb&e=7eb5469ea0
https://www.bmas.de/EN/EU-Presidency/GlobalSupplyChains-Conference/program-6-october.html
https://erin2020.pathable.co/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e47928a2-d20b-11ea-adf7-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e47928a2-d20b-11ea-adf7-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
http://en.frankbold.org/sites/default/files/publikace/sustainable_corporate_governance_frank_bold_recommendations_1.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0240_EN.html
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Responsible 
Energy  
Climate change is one of the greatest global 

challenges today. To prevent dangerous 

global warming, humanity must 

fundamentally reduce its greenhouse gas 

emissions by 2030. Therefore, Frank Bold is 

establishing and encouraging legal 

initiatives that promote a shift towards 

carbon-neutral energy production in the 

EU. We see the future of the European 

energy sector in the decentralization and 

democratization of energy production and 

the minimization of its negative impacts on 

the environment and human health. We are 

also helping to accelerate the phasing out 

of coal-based energy – especially in Central 

and Eastern Europe. Within the Czech 

Republic, we are striving to support the 

development of renewable energy sources 

and establish a legal framework for 

community energy.  We are promoting a 

functional framework for the use of the 

Modernization Fund for new renewables.  

For many years, we have been using legal tools 

and strategies to curtail the operations of the 

largest carbon polluters: coal plants. In the Czech 

Republic, these plants are being kept open – 

despite the European-wide trend towards their 

gradual closure – on the basis of repeatedly 

granted emissions-limits exceptions.   

As a part of our long-term efforts to support 

renewables, we aim for a more efficient use of 

investment tools to support the creation of 

community energy projects and small renewable 

resources aimed primarily at local consumption. 

For example, we monitor the distribution of 

subsidies from the so-called Modernization Fund 

and are directly involved in official meetings and 

discussions about the conditions for drawing 

funds from this new subsidy tool. We are also 

promoting the establishment of a legal framework 

to help the further development of decentralized 

renewable energy systems. 

 

•What We Worked on in 2020• 

Monitoring the legality of 

exceptions for coal power plants 

and industrial emissions. 

In 2020, we continued our monitoring of coal 

plants’ requests for exceptions from the new 

emissions limits with the aim of taking part in the 

key proceedings concerning the most polluting 

facilities. We participated in a number of the 

proceedings on the exemptions for coal power 

plants that will enter into force on August 18th, 

2021 – this means the exceptions for the 

Chvaletice, Počerady, and Prunéřov plants. We 

also successfully advocated for stricter NOx 

emissions limits for the TAMEH industrial heating 

plant in Ostrava. Most of these proceedings will 

continue throughout 2021. 

The Chvaletice coal power plant. 

Thanks to our lawsuit against the TAMEH plant, 

the Supreme Administrative Court of the Czech 

Republic conceded that even a “mere” extension 

of a permit to emit the same quantity of pollutants 

from a large fossil-fuel plant can have a major 

negative impact on human health and the 

environment. The ruling included a statement to 

the effect that officials must enable associations 

to participate in proceedings of this type, which is 

an important precedent for broader future public 

participation in proceedings on changes to 

integrated permits. 

We summarized our experience with the efforts of 

Czech coal power plants to exploit the gaps in the 

rules in our analysis #Emissiongate: The Legal 

Feints Used by Coal Power Plants, which shows 

precisely which legal loopholes the Czech coal 

https://frankbold.org/zpravodaj/kategorie/aktualne/emissiongate-pravni-klicky-uhelnych-elektraren
https://frankbold.org/zpravodaj/kategorie/aktualne/emissiongate-pravni-klicky-uhelnych-elektraren
https://frankbold.org/zpravodaj/kategorie/aktualne/emissiongate-pravni-klicky-uhelnych-elektraren
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power plants are exploiting. This analysis, which 

we published in September of 2020, also saw a 

favorable media reception. 

We are monitoring the industrial emissions 

situation not only within the Czech Republic, but 

in all of Europe. At EU level, we participated as 

legal experts in the review process for industrial 

emissions guidelines, and provided comments on 

the related Inception Impact Assessment to the 

European Commission. This process will continue 

in 2021, and the passing of the revised guidelines 

is planned for 2022.  

A Faster Transition to Renewables 

As representatives of the Green Circle association, 

we participated in the Ministry of Environment’s 

Platform for the Preparation of Rules for the 

Modernization Fund. Via commenting and 

negotiations with the MoE, the State Environment 

Fund, and other participants in this platform, we 

contributed to preparing the rules under which 

roughly 180 billion Czech crowns will be 

distributed in 2021–2030 for the transformation 

of the energy industry and support for 

renewables. 

We also represented Green Circle at the Coal 

Commission, where we took part in a working 

group whose activities focused on setting the 

ground rules for a phaseout of individual fuels and 

energy sources, as well as the needed legislative 

adjustments.  

Protecting Drinking Water from an 

Expansion of the Turów Mine 

In 2020 we fought alongside the Liberec Region 

and local citizens against the expansion of the 

mine in Turów, Poland, whose activities have 

already caused a lack of drinking water for many 

of the Liberec Region’s citizens. Right at the start 

of the year we filed a complaint with the European 

Commission, and in March we joined the Liberec 

Region, local citizens, and Greenpeace Czech 

Republic to file a 13,000-signature petition 

pointing out violations of several regulations 

within European law and the local citizens’ 

alarming situation. 

Presenting a petition in Brussels pointing out 

violations of several regulations within European 

law. 

We simultaneously negotiated with European 

Commission representatives as well as Members 

of the European Parliament about Poland’s 

violation of European law, because a decision to 

extend mining until 2026 was issued in Poland at 

the end of March in a proceeding from which both 

the public and the Czech Republic were excluded. 

The mine operator’s mining license expired at the 

end of April, and mining then continued illegally 

for the rest of the year. 

In July we took part in a five-member European 

Parliament committee at which the petition we 

filed was discussed, and we obtained support for 

it throughout the EP factions. In August we took 

part in a protest near the Polish/Czech/German 

border by local citizens from all three of these 

countries affected by the mine. We also defended 

the interests of the people living near the mine 

through our participation at the meeting of the 

Czech Parliament’s Environment Committee. 

In 2020 we additionally met with experts, with 

whom we arranged the drafting of assessments 

of the mine’s impacts on Czech water, and 

initiated meetings during which Czech experts 

and politicians sought consensus on the facts and 

the necessary steps.  

We also provided our assistance to German 

partners and local governments, which managed 

to assess some of the impacts of the mine on their 

territory in the second half of the year. 

Subsequently, in October, we attended a press 

conference on the effects of the Turów mine on 

German waters in Zittau. 

  

https://zpravy.aktualne.cz/ekonomika/ceske-elektrarny-obchazi-emisni-limity-podle-pravniku-vyuziv/r~5d6acd7ef8ed11ea8972ac1f6b220ee8/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12306-EU-rules-on-industrial-emissions-revision
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Legal Service for 
Citizens 
The Service is a partner to active citizens, 

who use it to acquire practical legal 

knowledge and skills, which they then put 

to use for their own long-term or one-off 

involvement in public affairs. By supporting 

active individuals and local initiatives, we 

work to strengthen civil society. Likewise, 

via web-accessible law manuals and tips, 

we strive to educate the public regarding 

good governance and the basics of 

legislation.  

Besides comprehensibly presenting legal 

information, we are also improving citizens’ 

access to justice and simplifying their work on 

public-interest cases. In our opinion, the future of 

legal advice lies in online automated services that 

will lead each client to an understanding of 

proceedings and the fulfillment of their needs, 

while also retaining a personal approach and 

sensitivity of design. And so this is the direction 

we are taking in the redesign of our legal service 

and the development of new services.  

The Service’s long-term goal is to serve the public 

interest, support civil society, and enable citizens 

and local initiatives to be more independent in 

e.g. monitoring local administrations, negotiating 

with officials and politicians, participating in 

proceedings, and planning public spaces. Our 

activities also both directly and indirectly affect 

those of officials and representatives. Besides 

their making use of our online advisory services, 

we also frequently see active citizens and other 

former clients of the Service making their way into 

public offices and city councils. 

In 2020 we more strongly emphasized testing the 

use of modern technologies in offering our legal 

services so as to make them more personalized 

and efficient. 

•What We Worked on in 2020• 

Online Informational Advisory 

Service 

Visitors to the service’s 

website in 2020 
496,845 

The site for our online advisory service was visited 

by 496,845 users in 2020, amounting to a slight 

growth against the previous year. A considerable 

drop in traffic was registered in the months of the 

pandemic’s first and second wave. However, the 

service’s traffic grew again towards the end of the 

year. 

In 2020, instead of expanding the service, we 

focused on increasing the quality and unity of its 

contents. We composed a comprehensive internal 

guide containing principles and instructions for 

writing understandable and clear legal texts. 

Based on these and on the individual sections’ 

levels of traffic, we began rewriting the service’s 

contents. Over the course of the year, roughly 

one third of the manuals were rewritten; the rest 

are lined up for 2021. 

Individual Consulting 

Queries answered by the legal 

service 
529 

Feedback responses received 

and average rating 
208 

1.3/5 

In 2020, Frank Bold provided its free legal service 

to individuals throughout the year. In 2020, we 

did not aim to fundamentally increase the number 

of queries handled. Instead, our primary goal was 

to gain a more precise idea of the impact of the 

consulting we provide. Because of this, in January 

we began sending clients a survey a month after 

the delivery of our services, asking them to rate 

the advice and to provide information on how the 

case they were working on had progressed.  

The vast majority of the ratings were positive, and 

some clients provided valuable feedback. For 

most clients, their cases were still in progress 

after the one-month interval. One pleasant 

https://frankbold.org/poradna
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finding was that 79 % stated that they had taken 

further steps in their cases. Thus our clients 

continue to make real-world use of the consulting 

we offer in their cases. 

Interactive Tools 

The Association Founder tool we launched in 2019 

was reworked over the course of 2020 into a more 

advanced version, which we launched mid-year. 

In October, after its test operation, we began 

public promotion of the new version. Thus in the 

last three months of the year, the tool’s usage 

rate rose to 300 uses per month. 

Towards the end of the year, we rolled out our 

“Unprovided Information Guide” into private 

testing. This tool helps citizens to handle 

situations in which their official request for 

information was not handled in accord with the 

law. The Guide gives them access to arguments 

prepared in advance for the most common types 

of unlawful mishandling. The public version of this 

tool is planned for 2021. 

Alongside these comprehensive tools, we also 

created interactive versions of several common 

legal templates, primarily those for appeals in 

administrative proceedings and for fighting 

administrative orders. The templates provide 

users a more accessible option for filling out 

sample documents. They also let us extend them 

to include templates for specific situations while 

keeping the service easy to understand.  
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Reconstruction of 
the State 
Reconstruction of the State advocates for 

systemic measures against the misuse of 

public funds and lobbies in favor of smart 

laws for good state administration and a 

healthy democracy.  In 2020 we watched 

over the activities of the state during the 

pandemic, assessed candidates in the 

Senate elections and promoted several 

anti-corruption laws that still need to be 

passed before the end of the electoral 

period. 

•What We Worked on in 2020• 

The Real Owners Register 

Last year we lobbied to stop the flow of public 

money into anonymous companies. We pushed 

through a requirement for companies to state 

their actual owners in a register as a condition for 

acquiring subsidies and public orders. Roughly 18 

billion crowns of public funds end up in tax havens 

each year; it should now be clearer where exactly 

this money ends up. We also teamed up with the 

Lexperanto association to publish a manual from 

which parties that place orders can learn how to 

uncover a given supplier’s real owner and 

ownership structure. 

Reform of the Office for the 

Protection of Competition 

In cooperation with Transparency International, 

we prepared a specific proposal regarding how to 

reform the Office for the Protection of 

Competition, which should lead to more 

transparent and thorough oversight of public 

orders. Along with the Ministry for Local 

Development, we also prepared a methodology 

that introduces clear rules for small-scope public 

orders. 

 

Senate Elections 

Senate elections were held last year, and just as 

during the parliamentary elections, 

Reconstruction of the State gave voters a clear 

overview of which candidates support anti-

corruption laws. Besides a questionnaire on 

candidates’ future support for individual 

measures, we also used available data to evaluate 

past voting by incumbent senators. 

Keep the Lights On! 

In Spring the government launched an aid  

project to dampen the impacts of the coronavirus 

crisis. We published an evaluation of the 

individual government programs wherein we 

assessed their transparency, fairness, and 

effectiveness. We called attention to the stories of 

people forgotten by the government. We sent the 

government nine packages of recommendations 

for better management of the pandemic within 

legislation, including a proposal on a legal 

framework for fighting the pandemic that was 

ultimately used to replace the state of emergency. 

https://www.rekonstrukcestatu.cz/archiv-novinek/nezhasinat-statni-pomoc-ekonomice-po-koronakrizi-trpi-systemovymi-problemy-co-a-jak-musi-vlada-zlepsit
https://www.rekonstrukcestatu.cz/archiv-novinek/nezhasinat-statni-pomoc-ekonomice-po-koronakrizi-trpi-systemovymi-problemy-co-a-jak-musi-vlada-zlepsit
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Independent Oversight of State 

Companies 

We continued our lobbying for an expansion of 

the Supreme Audit Office’s oversight over state 

companies and other institutions. Our reason here 

is that a billion crowns in public funds still lie 

outside of any sort of independent oversight. In 

Parliament we successfully promoted a change to 

the Constitution that enables an expansion of the 

SAO’s authority. At our recommendation the MPs 

also presented proposals that will relieve 

municipalities of superfluous audits. 

Effective Freedom of Information 

for Citizens  

We prepared comprehensive proposals on how to 

repair a high-risk proposed legislative amendment 

to the Freedom of Information Act that could 

fundamentally restrict citizens’ right of access to 

information. We succeeded in arranging the first 

reading of the amendment at an exceptional 

meeting of Parliament called to discuss anti-

corruption laws. 

Digitalization of the State 

Administration 

We lobbied to legally require district, regional, and 

supreme courts to publish their decisions on the 

internet. The key measures have already been 

supported by Parliament. We helped to update 

the methodology for the Register of Contracts, 

and thus the state will now publish contracts in a 

machine-readable form; we also recommended 

measures to the government for better handling 

of the pandemic via digitalization and evaluated 

how well the government is keeping its promises 

regarding the digitalization of the state. 

Reform of the Debt Collection Law 

In the second half of the year, and the other 

organizations united in the Platform for Debt 

Collection Reform launched a campaign for the 

establishment of “territoriality” for debt collectors 

and the principle of one debtor – one collector. 

The national debt-collection law has been waiting 

20 years for reform, and meanwhile debt spirals 

are among the greatest problems of the Czech 

Republic. Territoriality would help to balance the 

system and limit the “trafficking” of debts that 

comes from the current market environment. 

Communication 

We’ve given our Reflektor mobile app for direct 

communication between citizens and politicians a 

makeover and used public campaigns to 

quadruple its number of users; these users 

assessed politicians for their voting over 17,000 

times during the year.  

We also saw success with our campaign to end 

subsidies and public orders for anonymous 

companies, publicly launched the Network for the 

Defense of Democracy, and organized several 

press conferences, e.g. one for the Keep the 

Lights On project and one to present our reform 

plan for the Office for the Protection of 

Competition. We also recognized the eight 

senators fighting hardest against corruption. Last 

year Reconstruction of the State was mentioned 

a total of 836 times in the media, and we passed 

the milestone of 30,000 fans on Facebook.  

In autumn, Reconstruction of the State launched 

a podcast called Good News in which we discuss 

current topics in Czech politics with our guests. 

We also provide a public record of our lobbying 

meetings via the Diary of a Lobbyist Twitter feed. 

https://exekucninerad.cz/
https://www.rekonstrukcestatu.cz/archiv-novinek/reflektor-posvitte-si-na-politiky-novou-mobilni-aplikaci-od-rekonstrukce-statu
https://mam.cz/zpravy/2021-01/rekonstrukce-statu-lobbuje-za-zakon-ve-stylu-ceskych-drah/
https://www.ochranademokracie.cz/
https://www.ochranademokracie.cz/
https://www.rekonstrukcestatu.cz/archiv-novinek/8-statecnych-nejaktivnejsi-senatori-v-boji-s-korupci
https://www.rekonstrukcestatu.cz/podcast-dobra-sprava
https://twitter.com/hashtag/DeníkLobbisty?src=hashtag_click&f=live
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Engaging Active Citizens 

In 2020 we shared our lobbying know-how with 

citizens at six free workshops entitled “Lobby With 

a Clean Conscience” – in Liberec, Prague, and 

Brno in Spring, and three more online during the 

pandemic. The associated book “A Guide to the 

World (and the Light) in Lobbying” was 

downloaded by 200 potential citizen 

lobbyists.  We also organized two live weekend 

meetings that allowed participants to practice for 

lobbying meetings and get to know the then-

director of Transparency International Czech 

Republic, David Ondráček and Pirate MP Mikuláš 

Ferjenčík. These ambassadors addressed 

politicians in over 2,000 cases and significantly 

built up their confidence and preparedness for 

citizen-lobbying meetings. They played roles in 

e.g. Senate proceedings on an expansion to the 

authority of the Supreme Audit Office, elections to 

media councils, legislative changes called forth by 

the corona crisis, and territoriality for debt 

collectors.  

 

The Network for the Defense of 

Democracy 

The Network for the Defense of Democracy is 

tasked with monitoring threats to democracy as 

well as uniting various currents towards one 

shared goal – the defense of democracy. Last 

year we began recruitment of member 

organizations and officially presented the 

Network to the public. Over 100 members, 

drawn from among companies and non-profit 

organizations, joined in by the end of the year 

We also strengthened the Network’s expertise-

related activities and started providing expert 

opinions on current events to the media and 

publishing our regular reports on the state of 

democracy in a new, clearer design. At the end 

of the year we launched the Network’s first 

branding campaign.  

 
 

https://www.ochranademokracie.cz/
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Our Donors 
We would hereby like to express our thanks towards everyone who supported the activities of 

our non-profit teams during the last year. We could not have made it without your help.  

Reconstruction of the State’s budget for 2020 was roughly 10.6 million crowns.  About 80% of this was 

covered via donations from private donors, while the remainder was financed via grants. The foundations, 

funds, and embassies that have been supporting us long-term (the BLÍŽKSOBĚ Foundation, the Zeměkvět 

Foundational Fund, Civitates, and The Embassy of the USA in the CR) have newly been joined by Civic 

Europe, the Open Society Foundation via the Stronger Roots program, and Open Society Initiative for 

Europe. We are immeasurably pleased to have been able to increase the budget of Reconstruction of the 

State by roughly 20% thanks to donors’ gifts and to funds acquired from grants. 

One major patron of the legal support provided by the Legal Service for Citizens team was the Ministry 

of Justice, from which we acquired finances in the framework of its Corruption Prevention donations. The 

donors who decided to support our free legal consulting service include the Via Foundation, the BLÍŽKSOBĚ 

Fouundation, and many individual supporters.  

We also deeply appreciate our support from institutions, and we also thank the organizations 

that supported us with grants, contributions, and non-financial aid. 

 

  

https://www.justice.cz/web/msp/dotace-v-oblasti-trestni-politiky?clanek=prevence-korupcniho-jednani
https://www.nadacevia.cz/
https://www.blizksobe.cz/
https://www.blizksobe.cz/
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Individual Donors 

We would like to thank all of the donors that have contributed 100,000 CZK or more: 

Lubomír Bárta Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

David Holý Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Jan Barta Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Y Soft Corporation, a.s. Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

STUDENT AGENCY, k.s. Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Martin Hájek Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Libor Winkler Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Dušan Šenkypl Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Livesport s.r.o. Supported: Legal Service for Citizens 

Ondřej Fryc Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Partners Financial Services Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Brno Investment Group Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Šimon Vostrý Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Michal Nýdrle Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Adam Milata Supported: Legal Service for Citizens 

We would like to thank all of the donors that have contributed 50,000 CZK or more: 

MEGAPIXEL s.r.o. Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

JABLOTRON ALARMS a.s. Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Mateřská škola Safirka s.r.o. Supported: Legal Servis for Citizens 
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Sapienter a.s. (Josef Kvapil) Supported: Legal Service for Citizens 

We would like to thank all of the donors that have made contributions of 20,000 CZK or 

more: 

HOBRA – Školník s.r.o. Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Jan Žůrek Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

LinuxBox.cz s.r.o. 
Supported: Reconstruction of the State and 

Responsible Energy 

INISOFT s.r.o. Supported: Legal Service for Citizens 

Martin Holečko Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Marek Omelka Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

Christoph Dürr Supported: Responsible Energy 

František Gemperle Supported: Legal Service for Citizens 

Eyedea Recognition s.r.o. Supported: Reconstruction of the State 

We would also like to thank the following parties for their support: 

Marcela Adamičková, Anna Baginová, Martin Baránek, Petr Barcal, Jan Bárta, Pavel Bartoš, Richard Bartoš, 

Ondřej Bartoš, Robert Batůšek, Dominik Bauchner, Pavel Bazika, Tomáš Bednár, Petr Bechyně, Martin 
Běloch, Karel Bendl, Petr Běťák, Ondřej Bielak, Miroslav Bielko, Antonín Bílý, Klára Bittnerová, Jan Blahut, 

Ivan Blažíček, Vlasta Blažková, Michal Bolina, Ondřej Bouda, Filip Braun, Alena Braunová, Hana Brtnová, 
Ondřej Brynych, Stanislav Březina, Tomáš Budín, Zuzana Buraňová, Pavel Burdych, Jan Bureš, Petr Bureš, 

Zuzana Burešová, Martin Cabejšek, Monika Cahová, Diana Cepníková, Martin Cígler, Michal Cichra, Zdeněk 

Coufal, Tomáš Čapek, Tomáš Čapek, Jiří Čepelka, Jan Čermák, Jakub Čermoch, Pavel Černý, Jana Česká, 
Jan Čurn, Vladimír Damašek, František Daněk, Lubomír Daněk, Vojtěch Danielis, Daniela Danielová, Filip 

Děchtěrenko, Peter Dekastello, Michal Dobiáš, Pavlína Dokulilová, Alena Doležalová, Filip Dominec, Adam 
Dominec, Marek Dostál, Josef Dostál, Ondřej Došek, Petr Doubek, Jitka Doubnerová, Matěj Drdák, Hana 

Drlíková, Radek Drnovský, Olga Dvořáčková, Vilém Dvořák, Marie Dvořáková, Patrik Dzurenda, Kateřina 
Eklová, Jakub Farný, Michal Fiala, Olga Fischerová, Daniel Fišer, Jakub Formánek, Blanka Forsterová, Eva 

Fraňková, Petr Franta, Ondřej Frei, Pavel Galík, Jiří Glaser, Renata Gondeková, Petra Grabačová, David 

Gregor, Lukáš Grygera, Nikola Guryca, Jiří Guth Jarkovský, Jakub Hájek, Martin Hájek, Sára Hájková, Josef 
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Financial Report 

Frank Bold Society is a non-profit organization 

and a member of the Frank Bold group. This 

group’s other members in the Czech Republic are 

the attorneys’ office Frank Bold Attorneys, the 

accounting and consulting office Frank Bold 

Advisory, the company Frank Bold Energy, 

and the association Frank Bold Kids, which 

operates a children’s nursery in the forest 

(Sýkorka) and a children’s forest club (Medlánka). 

The group also has a Polish member, Fundacja 

Frank Bold. 

The Financing of Frank Bold’s 

Sections 

 Frank Bold Attorneys is a law office that is 

financed through its own commercial 

projects. 

 Frank Bold Advisory is a consulting and 

accounting company financed through 

commercial orders. 

 Frank Bold Energy is a company financed 

through its own commercial projects. 

 Frank Bold Kids, which works for children’s 

preschool education, is financed from 

member contributions, gifts, loans, its own 

income, and state grants.  

 Frank Bold Society is financed from its own 

income and above all a number of grants, 

foundations, and private and corporate 

donors.  

 The Frank Bold Attorneys law office is among 

these donors. It contributes both materially 

(the Society utilizes its infrastructure for free) 

and financially. 

 The non-profit Fundacja Frank Bold is 

financed through grants and its own 

income.  

Each of these entities is financed separately. 

Financial relationships among them do exist, in 

the form of the mentioned donations from the 

Frank Bold Attorneys law office to the individual 

associations. Additionally, the Frank Bold Society 

occasionally orders the services of Frank Bold 

Attorneys for its projects. 

 

Preventing Commercial/Non-profit 

Conflicts of Interest in the Group 

The activities of Frank Bold’s commercial entities 

and Frank Bold Society are separate. They are, 

however, governed by the same values and are 

not in conflict. The two entities coordinate their 

activities to the extent needed to prevent any 
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conflicts of interest – for example any situation 

where Frank Bold Society would be aiding one 

side in a dispute, and Frank Bold Attorneys would 

be representing the other.  

Frank Bold Attorneys also has a strict code of 

ethics that governs what orders it will accept. It 

does not represent parties engaged in corruption, 

the covering up of crimes, money laundering, 

harm to the environment, or violations of human 

rights. This office’s clients have no influence on 

the activities and priorities of Frank Bold Society. 

Frank Bold Society’s Expenses and 

Revenues 

The overview below shows Frank Bold Society’s 

expenses and revenues in 2020. The graph 

summarizes the percentual division of the 

association’s expenses among individual working 

groups to provide a better idea of the financial 

demands produced by the individual teams’ 

activities.  

Regarding the information listed in the profit and 

loss report – for grants and subsidies, these are 

the funds used in the given year. Frank Bold 

Society performs its accounting, in accord with 

the binding methodology for these finances, in a 

fund-based manner, i.e. finances received are 

first booked to the fund and are only rebooked to 

revenues at the moment of their use in a given 

year. Finances left in the fund for use in future 

years thus do not appear among the revenues for 

the current year. Meanwhile, the table does 

contain finances acquired in previous years that 

were used in the current year. Meanwhile, the 

donation listings shown below are amounts 

accepted in the given year, which, however, may 

not necessarily have been used in the same year. 

 

 

3%

40%

5%

17%

35%

Ratio of costs among individual 
teams

Administration

Reconstruction of the State

Legal Services for Citizens

Responsible Energies

Responsible Companies

https://www.fbadvokati.cz/cs/kdo-jsme/eticky-kodex
https://www.fbadvokati.cz/cs/kdo-jsme/eticky-kodex
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COSTS 
IN WHOLE 

CZK 
REVENUES 

IN WHOLE 

CZK 

office supplies 204,567 from our own activities 412,616 

literature and periodicals 22,596 interest on credit 248 

travel 152,686 other (exchange gains, pre-invoicing, funds) 80,990 

self-promotion (primarily food at the Society’s events) 393,173 
gifts from physical and legal persons – Reconstruction of the 

State 
9,734,946 

communication costs (including postage) 187,029 gifts from physical and legal persons – other 1,166.937 

printing, copying, and publicity 1,868,617 grants from public and EU budgets 

rent (incl. rent-related services and energy) 1,249,920.   European Commission – LIFE + – 

short-term rentals (primarily rentals of spaces for events) 144,009   Ministry of Justice 427,005 

legal services and fees 84,034 US Embassy 237,460 

analyses and expert opinions 5,785,715 Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 611,184 

translations and interpreting 73,853 The International Visegrad Fund 528,413 

training courses and seminars 40,323 grants from foundations and associations 

software 94,081 The European Climate Foundation 4,056,446 

salary costs 11,138,928 The Open Society Institute 565,779 

taxes, welfare insurance, and health insurance 2,700,539 
The Centre for Research on Multinational Corporations 

(SOMO) 
28,602 

donations and membership fees 57,958 The Wallace Global Fund 366,559 

banking fees 11,109 The Sigrid Rausing Trust 2,930,130 

other (exchange losses, penalties, audits, and other 

services) 
2,747,718 The Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust 1,300,075 

TOTAL COSTS 26,956,853 Laudes Foundation 623,230 

    Friends Provident Foundation 534,842 

    True Costs Initiative 345,900 
  C&A Foundation 890,718 
  The BLÍŽKSOBĚ Foundation 1,280,000 
  The Orlický Family Charity Fund 58,260 
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  Freedom Fund 345,900 

    The Wallace Global Fund 345,900 

  The Open Society Fund Prague 60,999 

  CAN – Climate Action Network Europe Headquarters 235,932 

  REVENUE TOTAL 27,169,073 

FINANCIAL OUTCOME – PROFIT     212,219 
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DEFERRED REVENUE IN WHOLE CZK 

The Sigrid Rausing Trust 636,212 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 21,003 

European Climate Foundation for Responsible Energy 1,337,241   

European Climate Foundation for Responsible Companies 988,875 

US Embassy 113,480 

The Open Society Fund Prague 202,767 

Civic Europe 206,841 

Laudes Foundation 3,376,520   

The Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust 190,504 

gifts from physical and legal persons – Reconstruction of the State 1,913,999 

gifts from physical and legal persons – other 48,254   

TOTAL 9,035,695 
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on the 2020 Financial Statements
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT
for the founder of Frank Bold Society, z.s.

Financial Statements Audit Report

Opinion
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Frank Bold Society, z.s. (hereinafter also
the “Organization”) prepared in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the
Czech Republic, which comprise the balance sheet as at 31 December 2020, and the income statement
for the year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant
accounting policies and other explanatory information. For details of the Organization, see
introductory paragraph in notes to the financial statements.
In our opinion, the financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial position of Frank
Bold Society, z.s. as at 31 December 2020 and of its financial performance for the year then
ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the Czech Republic.

Basis for Opinion
We conducted our audit in accordance with the Act on Auditors, Regulation (EU) No. 537/2014 of the
European Parliament and the Council, and Auditing Standards of the Chamber of Auditors of the
Czech Republic, which are International Standards on Auditing (ISAs), as amended by the related
application clauses. Our responsibilities under this law and regulation are further described in the
Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements section of our report. We are
independent of the Organization in accordance with the Act on Auditors and the Code of Ethics
adopted by the Chamber of Auditors of the Czech Republic and we have fulfilled our other ethical
responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have
obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

Other Information
In compliance with Section 2(b) of the Act on Auditors, the other information comprises the
information included in the Annual Report other than the financial statements and auditor’s report
thereon. The Committee of the Association is responsible for the other information.
Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information. In connection with our
audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so,
consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our
knowledge obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. In addition, we
assess whether the other information has been prepared, in all material respects, in accordance with
applicable law or regulation, in particular, whether the other information complies with law or
regulation in terms of formal requirements and procedure for preparing the other information in the
context of materiality, i.e. whether any non-compliance with these requirements could influence
judgments made on the basis of the other information.
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Based on the procedures performed, to the extent we are able to assess it, we report that:
• The other information describing the facts that are also presented in the financial statements

is, in all material respects, consistent with the financial statements; and 
• The other information is prepared in compliance with applicable law or regulation.

In addition, our responsibility is to report, based on the knowledge and understanding of the
Organization obtained in the audit, on whether the other information contains any material
misstatement of fact. Based on the procedures we have performed on the other information obtained,
we have not identified any material misstatement of fact.

Responsibilities of the Committee of the Association for the Financial Statements
The Committee of the Association is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the
financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the Czech
Republic and for such internal control as the Committee of the Association determines is necessary to
enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to
fraud or error.
In preparing the financial statements, the Committee of the Association is responsible for assessing
the Organization’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to
going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless the Committee of the
Association either intends to liquidate the Organization or to cease operations, or has no realistic
alternative but to do so.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole
are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that
includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an
audit conducted in accordance with ISAs will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the
aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on
the basis of these financial statements.
As part of an audit in accordance with the above law or regulation, we exercise professional judgment
and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also:

• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due
to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain
audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of
not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting
from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations,
or the override of internal control.

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an
opinion on the effectiveness of the Organization’s internal control. 

• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the Committee of the Association.

• Conclude on the appropriateness of the Committee´s of the Association use of the going
concern basis of accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material
uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the
Organization’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material
uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related
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disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our
opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our
auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may cause the Organization to cease to
continue as a going concern.

• Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including
the disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and
events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.

We communicate with the Committee of the Association regarding, among other matters, the planned
scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in
internal control that we identify during our audit.

22HLAV s.r.o.
Member of MSI Global Alliance, Legal & Accounting Firms
Všebořická 82/2, 400 01 Ústí nad Labem                                                                  Ing. Jan Černý
Audit firm licence No. 277                                    Auditor licence No. 2455

In Prague, 14th July 2021

This Auditor's Report includes the following attachments:
1. Balance sheet as of 31.12.2020
2. Income statement for the year ended 31.12.2020 
3. Notes for the year ended 31.12.2020

This Audit Report is a translation of the Czech Audit Report for the audit of the 2019 financial
statements.
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Tel.: +420 474745134, +420 230 234 554, E-mail: info@22hlav.cz, Web: http://www.22hlav.cz 
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